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A Note from NSA-MN President 
This newsletter probably finds you enjoying a great 
Minnesota Summer. Time spent outdoors, at a 
BBQ or lakeside are wonderful memory makers. I 
recently spent a week in the Boundary Waters with 
my family where we enjoyed the great outdoors 
and made lots of memories. 

Many of our members recently returned from the 
annual NSA conference held in San Diego. Nearly 
50 people (including Ole and Lena) attended the 
annual Minnesota Cocktail reception. It provided 
our members and potential members an 

opportunity to visit and learn more about one another. Check out the 
pictures that were snapped at this fun get-together.  

Several Minnesota members were honored at this year's conference. Dave 
Horsager received his CSP designation and Roxanne Emmerich and David 
McNally each received the CPAE award. Recognition was also given to 
Member of the Year Tim Cimbura. Congratulations to all of these 
individuals! 

The NSA-MN board has been working hard to put together an exciting year 
for you. Starting out the year is the annual summer social; this year's it is 
being hosted by Kathy Brown. Don't miss out on yet another fun event with 
the Minnesota chapter. As with any organization, we could always use a few 
more volunteers so please let us know if you'd like to get more involved with 
the chapter. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
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� � � � � � �� 	 
 � � 
  

Toast the Summer at NSA-MN's Summer Social 
Join all your friends for a wonderful get-together! 

Mark your calendar and register now! 

When: Thursday, August 23, 2007 
Time: 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Kathy Brown's House 
9108 Trotters Lane 
Woodbury, MN 55125 
Click here to access a map and driving directions 
Menu: Famous Dave's fabulous food 
Attire: Summer casual 
Bring: Your best stories! 
Fee: $20 for one member/ $30 for one member and one guest  
  
Register Now! 
Payments can be accepted in three ways 
1.) Online with credit card 
2.) By phone with credit card 
     *(952) 928-4649, Lindsay Robertson 
3.) By mail with check or credit card information 
     *NSA-MN, Attn: Lindsay Robertson, 4248 Park Glen Rd,  
       Minneapolis, MN 55416 
  

Transform Your Audiences with NSA-
MN's September Small Business Forum  

We'll get the new year off to a great start as 
Robin Getman, CSP shows us how to "Lead from 
the Soul" in an interactive, inspiring 
and motivating keynote that will help you make 
transformational changes with your audiences! 
  
Join us on Tuesday, September 25 from 5:30-
9:00 p.m. for dinner (members only) and 
dessert and the presentation (everyone 
welcome). 
  

Members are invited beginning at 5:30 p.m. for the Chapter Meeting and 
Dinner. Guests and Non-members are invited begining at 7:00 p.m. for the 
Coffee & Dessert Social, with Robin Getman's presentation starting at 7:30 
p.m. 
  
Mark your calendars now. You won't want to miss this! 
  
Register Now! 
Members: No registration fee, but please register/RSVP for dinner 
& program - Chapter Meeting & Small Business Forum 5:30 - 9:00 p.m.  
Non-members/Guests: $49/person - Small Business Forum 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m.  
  
Payments from Non-members/guests can be accepted in three ways 
1.) Online with credit card 
2.) By phone with credit card 

Mark Your 
Calendars!  

Summer Social 
Thursday, August 23 

4:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Members Only 
(Members are 

welcome to bring a 
guest)  

Register Now! 

IPSD Informational 
Sessions  

Tuesday, August 14  
6:00 p.m. Register 

Tuesday, September 
11  

6:00 p.m. Register 
All interested parties 

welcome! 
  

Chapter Meeting & 
Small Business 

Forum 
Tuesday, September 

25 
Members: 5:30 - 9:00 

p.m. 
All interested parties: 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Fireside Forum with 
Dave Horsager, 

NSA's Newest CSP  
Friday, October 26  
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  
Members Only 

  
  

Off Kilter 
By Molly Cox 

  

 
  
For those of you who 
weren't able to attend 
this year's NSA 
convention, let me just 
say that L. Ron 
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     *(952) 928-4649, Lindsay Robertson 
3.) By mail with check or credit card information 
     *NSA-MN, Attn: Lindsay Robertson, 4248 Park Glen Rd,  
       Minneapolis, MN 55416 

Minnesota Cleans Up In San Diego 
  
If you were at this year's national conference in San Diego you probably 
noticed how often Minnesota members were spotlighted and honored. We 
have several of our members to be especially proud of. Congratulations to 
the following individuals: 

Mark LeBlanc took the gavel as the new 2007-08 National President. His 
theme of "NSA Rocks" got everyone out of their seats as they listened to a 
rock band and heard plans for this year's jams and paloozas. Mark has 
appointed Dr. Manny Steil, CSP, CPAE to serve on this year's National 
Board of Directors.  

The CPAE Speaker Hall of Fame/Cavett Awards Banquet was held on 
Thursday evening with Mark Scharenbroich hosting. Two out of this year's 
five CPAE recipients were Minnesota members Roxanne Emmerich, CSP 
and David McNally.  

This year's 2007 Class of CSP's included Dave Horsager. Dave received 
his medallion at the beginning of Tuesday's general session. Dr. Dale 
Anderson (aka Ole) presented "Laugh for the Health of It!" during the final 
workshop sessions of the conference.  

Talk about bragging rights! 

 
Manny Steil joins the NSA Board and Dave Horsager is Minnesota's newest 
CSP 
  

Hubbard's Scientology 
round tables were a 
lot less controversial 
than this year's 
programming.  

Regardless of the 
"theme," I love to 
attend, much like I 
love to attend the 
Minnesota State Fair. 
People watching at its 
best. We had 
magicians, 
comedians, 
musicians, the tallest 
and the shortest, the 
newest and the 
crumbliest.  

And next year, get 
this-Mark LeBlanc, 
NSA president, wants 
to focus on speaking.  

Huh?  

And I just spent all this 
time learning how to 
make money at my 
computer in my 
pajamas. 
(Sophisticated, 
Victoria's Secret-so 
get the bunny 
slippered, flannel clad 
picture out of your 
head. I only chat with 
my clients while 
wearing paisley cotton 
with a pink satin draw-
sting at the waist. And 
Shrek slippers.)  

Mark's convention is 
going to be very cool. 
Something about 
bursting into flame, 
rock music and 
leather. Always a 
winning combination. 
And we get to learn 
about the business of 
speaking. Who knew 
that's what this 
association was 
about?  

I would be remiss if I 
didn't mention our two 
new CPAEs: Roxanne 
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Roxanne Emmerich, CSP accepting the CPAE 
  

 
David McNally accepting the CPAE 

 

Informational Sessions on the 2007-08 Institute for 
Professional Speaker Development Programs 
Have you ever thought about becoming a Professional Speaker? 
  
Spend an evening with the Minnesota Chapter of the National Speakers 
Association and discover an affordable proven program to launch your new 
career. You will meet the program facilitators and review the syllabus to 
sucess for your new career. Past program participants will also share their 
fantastic results! 
  
Information Sessions are being held on the following dates: 
6:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 14  
- OR -  
6:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 11  
  
Location: Hilton Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport 
3800 American Boulevard East 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55425-1658 
Tel: 1-952-854-2100    
  
Please RSVP for the IPSD Informational Sessions: 

Emmerich and David 
McNally. It's painfully 
obvious this award 
has nothing to do with 
talent, hard work and 
respect in the 
business. It's all about 
dashing good looks 
and a winning smile. 
Note to self: to earn 
my CPAE, develop 
Australian accent and 
a waistline that would 
rival Scarlett O'Hara's.  

Minnesota is also the 
home to Kris Young 
who won Meeting 
Partner of the Year! 

There's clearly 
something in the 
water here, and I'm 
going to start making 
my coffee with it.  

Conventions are not 
only about the 
keynotes, the 
breakouts and the free 
Starbuck's coffee 
(there is a God, and 
he was at the Hyatt), 
it's about connections 
and friendships. One 
such friendship was 
developed between 
Audrey (our president) 
and me. Had I known I 
would be wearing her 
underwear for two 
days I would have 
gotten to know her 
better a lot sooner. 

Second note to self: 
When flying on 
Northwest airlines, 
only room with 
someone who is your 
size and has good 
taste. (For a full 
venom-filled 
description of my 
luggage escapade call 
555-ticked.) 

After a whirlwind of a 
convention, I got on 
the flight to come 
home and sat next to 

Page 4 of 12Minnesota Speaks - August Edition

8/6/2007http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1101749649323



RSVP for August 14 session 
RSVP for September 11 session 

Minnesota Reception at National Convention  
By David Horsager, MA, CSP 
  
Thank you to all of those who made our NSA-Minnesota Reception such a 
fun success. We had a great time of fun, fellowship, and reconnecting. 
Thank you to Ann Warfield and Paul Cummings for their nice contribution of 
wine. And a special thank you to Alexis Tolbert for her expert photography. 
Alexis was one of our MN youth delegates. As we roll into another great 
year of NSA, maybe your have not heard the theme, NSA ROCKS!!! 
  

 
Ole and Lena (Dr. Dale and Mary Ann "Annie") 
  

 
  

Amy Tolbert who had 
a book on her lap 
titled, "I'm with 
Stupid." The arrow 
pointed at me. I 
arched an eyebrow, 
looked at my ticket, 
then got up and 
walked to the seat I 
was assigned to. 
Seriously.  

Well, better go work 
on my abs now so I 
can get into my 
leather pants for next 
year's convention.  
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Lexi Tolbert, NSA-MN Youth Delegate and Volunteer Photographer 
  
  
See other NSA-MN Reception photos below! 

Know Your Board by Mary Z. McGrath, Ph.D. 

Audrey Thomas  
Audrey Thomas is the new NSA-MN President. Audrey's personal NSA 
journey began less than four years ago. She has been speaking since 1991 
but was not aware of us until 2003, and joined in November of that year. 
Audrey says, "I felt membership would provide me opportunities to meet 
others in the same industry as myself as well as educational opportunities at 
chapter meetings, workshops and conferences. I've always believed in 
giving back to any organization I'm a part of so I helped coordinate the 
2004-05 Apprentice Program. In 2005-06 I joined the board as Membership 
Director. This role allowed me to get to know our members on a personal 
basis as well as recruit many NSA members who were not members of our 
chapter. In 2006-07, I served as President-elect where my main focus was 
overseeing the rebuilding of the website." 
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NSA has long promoted the philosophy that what we give comes back to us 
in wonderful ways. According to Audrey, "Serving our local chapter is no 
different. I've really enjoyed the connections to people on a personal basis. 
I've reaped great information from labs in Phoenix, a winter workshop as 
well as several national conferences. Most of all, I'd say that my local 
chapter has provided support for me as I journey in building a speaking 
business." 

Audrey was part of a large Minnesota contingent at the NSA Convention 
in San Diego, an event she considers a great benefit. "When I go to the 
national conference, I try hard to meet several new people throughout the 
time I'm there. Sometimes I get more out of an actual breakout; other times 
the conversations I have while networking prove to be invaluable." 

As NSA-MN President, Audrey offers all of us an invitation to get involved. 
"Pick up the phone and call me!  My number is 952-944-2967. Really. 
Getting involved, no matter how big or small, will be rewarding. Guaranteed. 
We have exciting things planned for this year but we need volunteer help. If 
a person only has one hour or many hours to give, the board will do their 
best to find the right place to plug them in." 

She applies the same philosophy in her business. "My best business tip is 
the same thing I've taught my children as they've embraced volunteering on 
a regular basis: Remember it's not about us. It's always about them." 

�  

NSA-MN Speaker Pro  

Do you want to improve your platform skills? 

Do you long for a professional place where you can hone your material? 

Do you desire to receive professional feedback and evaluations from your 
peers?  

If you answered YES to any of these questions then NSA-MN Speaker Pro 
is for YOU!  

We are starting a special Toastmaster club designed specifically for NSA-
MN Professional Members and IPSD participants only. This club will focus 
on developing professional level content and platform skills amongst our 
peers in order to deliver the best presentation to our audiences. Think of it 
as a speaker lab.  

Each meeting will provide a longer presentation time with professional peer 
feedback that allows you to hone current and new content. Bottom line 
results will be increased success and business! Here are the logistics: 

Meet: Evenings for 1 ½ hours, (time of day to be determined)  
How often: Bi-Monthly on Wednesday and/or Thursdays  
Location: St. Louis Park/Edina area (actual location to be determined)  
Format: 3 Speakers will have 20 minutes to speak, 5 minutes of Q&A and 
15 minutes of evaluation.  

We currently have 11 members but we need 20 people to join in order to 
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charter the club. Club dues are $99.00 for the year or $55.00 every six 
months. A bargain for all the skills you will develop!  

If you are interested in having fun while developing professionally  

send Gabrielle Hamen-Kieffer an email at gabrielle@thrivorship.com with 
your interest or questions.  

The Value of Your NSA-MN Membership 

Growing up on the farm, I learned that healthy things grow and sick things 
generally die. Just like healthy animals and crops grow, healthy people and 
organizations grow while sick ones barely get by or even die. What a 
privilege to serve and be a part of this growing organization we call NSA-
Minnesota. �

This year has already been an incredible and growing one! For NSA-MN, 
although we are just kicking off our new year, we are thrilled about our 
membership and how it has grown over the last few years. We are excited 
about the programs and value that NSA-MN provides so that our speaking 
business are fertilized with tools and encouragement where incredible 
growth can take place for our members and our organization. �

I am privileged to be serving on the Board as 
Membership Director. I would like to introduce the 
woman who will serve as Membership Coordinator. 
Lori La Bey will be taking care of the Membership 
articles for Minnesota Speaks, your NSA-MN 
newsletter. Lori is a relatively new NSA member 
herself but she has decades of experience. Lori will 
serve as Membership Coordinator and I know you will 
enjoy her articles.�

We have grown by more than 30% percent in 
membership over that last few years, and members 
are enjoying some great value at NSA-MN. Here's what some of our 
membership had to say regarding the value of their membership:�

"The biggest value I get from NSA is the open sharing of best ideas, 
practices, tools, systems...from all levels of professional speakers for 
FREE!" �

"My value is in further professional education, development, networking with 
peers, learning from the experts, building credibility in the field through 
professional organizations, and giving back through volunteering and being 
involved." �

"To surround myself with the best of the best in an environment where 
people gather with intent and conviction to make a difference. To have a 
place where no one "shoulds" on each other and we are surrounded by 
"Hoorays." �

"One of the greatest values I receive from NSA is the pool of 
information/education available to help me grow my business." �

"Networking and camaraderie." �
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The Value is here. The more one puts in, one gets out. Consider putting 
your hands in the dirt and getting more involved in this growing organization 
we call NSA-MN.�

� � � � � �� 
 � 
 � � � � � �� � � �� � � �
dave@davehorsager.com�
(651) 340-6555�
www.horsagerleadershipstudio.com�
��
� 
 � � �� � �� � � ��
Direct (651) 748-4714 �
Office (800) 708-8661�
www.seniorlifestyletrends.com�

NSA-MN Reception Fun at the National Convention 
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www.inbeautephoto.com 

  
Thank you to Ms. Wendy Blomseth at InBeaute Photography for providing 
fantastic photography services at the May Gala, featured in the June Edition 
of Minnesota Speaks! 

Your Source for NSA-MN Information 
  

www.nsa-mn.com 
NSA-MN Chapter Office 
4248 Park Glen Road 

Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(P) 952.928.4649 
(F) 952.929.1318 
info@nsa-mn.com 
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